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MINIATURE PINSCHER CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.

Constitution and Bylaws
(Amended Effective December 1, 1988; July 1, 1992; November 15, 2000)

CONSTITUT ION

ART ICLE I - N AME  AND O BJ EC T IVE S

Section 1 - Name

T he name of the Club shall be MINIATU RE PIN SCHE R CLUB  OF AM ERICA,

INC.

Section 2 - Objectives

The objectives of the Club shall be:

(a) to encourage and promote quality in the responsible breeding of pure-bred

Minia ture Pinschers and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to

perf ecti on;

(b) to urge members and/or breeders to accept the standard of the breed as

appro ved by the American Kennel Club, Inc., as the only standard o f

excellence by which the Miniature Pinscher shall be judged;

(c) to do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed by

encouraging sportsmanlike competition at dog shows;

(d) to provide educational seminars and conduct sanctioned matches,

obedience trials, and specialty shows under the rules o f  the American Kennel

Club, Inc.

Section 3 - Non-Profit Explanation

The Club shall not be conducted o r operated fo r profit and no part o f  any profits

or remainde r or res idue f rom dues o r do natio ns to  the Club  shall inure to  the

benef it o f any m ember or ind ivi dua l.

Section 4 - Bylaws

The Club shall adopt and ma y, from tim e to time, revise Bylaws as required to

carry out the Objectives of the Club.
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Section 2 - Board Meeting

At mee tings  o f  the Board, the order of business, unless otherwise directed by

majority vote of those present, shall be as follows:

Rea ding of M inutes of  Last M eeting; R epo rt of  Sec retary; R epo rt of  Treas urer;

Repo rt of Co mmittees; U nfinished Business; New Business; A djournment.

ARTICLE X - DISSOLUTION

Section 1 - Manner of Dissolution

The Club may be dissolved at any time by the written consent of not less than

2/3 of the members.  In the event of dissolution of the Club, other than for

purposes of re-organization, whether voluntary or involuntary or by operat ion of

law, none of  the prop erty o f the  Club, nor any proceeds thereof , nor any assets

of the Club shall be distributed to any members of the Club.  After payment o f

the debts of the Club, its property and  assets s hall be g ive n to  a chari tab le

organization for the benefit of dogs selected by the Board of Directors.
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ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS

Section 1 - Procedure for Amendment

Amendm ents to the Co nstitut ion a nd By laws and/o r to t he Standard fo r the

Bre ed may be pro posed  by the Board o f Directo rs or by written petiti o n,

addressed to the Secretary, signed by twenty percent of the memb ership in good

standing.  Amendments proposed by such petition shall be promptly considered

by the Board o f Directo rs and must be submitt ed  to  the membership, along with

recommenda tio ns of the Board, by the Secretary for a vote within three months

of the date when the petition was received by the Secretary.

Section 2 - Voting Requirement for Amendment

The Constitut i on and  Bylaws and/or the Standard for the Breed  may be

amended at any time provided a copy of the proposed ame ndme nt has been

ma iled first-class by the Secretary to  each member in go od standing, along with

a ballot  on whic h the me mbe r may  indicate his/her c hoic e fo r or a gains t the

pro po sa l.  The procedures described in Article IV, Section 4 (d) shall be followed

in handling these ballots to assure secrecy of the vote.  A notice that specifies

a date, not less than 30 days af ter the  date  of  the fi rst-c lass m ailing,  when the
ballots must be returned to the accounting firm shall be included in the  mai ling

f r o m the Secretary.  The T reasurer shall provide the acco unting firm with a l ist

of members e ligible to vote as of the above-specified date.  A favorable vote by

2/3 of the members in good s tanding who return valid ballots within the time limit

shall be required to eff ect any such amendment.

Section 3 - American Kennel Club, Inc. Approval for Amendment

No amendment to  the C onsti tuti on and By laws or to  the Standard for the Breed

that has been approved by the  Club  members hip sha ll bec om e eff ec tiv e unt il it

has been approved by the Board o f Directors of the American Kennel Club, Inc.

ARTICLE VIII - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

In the matters of P arliamentary Practice not otherw ise provided for in these

Bylaws, the me etings o f the m emb ers a nd of  the Board of Directors shall be

conducted acco rding to the current issue of “Roberts R ules of Order.”

ARTICLE IX - ORDER OF BUSINESS

Section 1 - Annual Meeting

At m eeti ngs o f the C lub, the o rder o f bus iness , so  far a s the c harac ter and

nature of the meeting may permit, shall be as follows:

Roll Call: Reading of M inutes of the Last Me eting; Report o f Preside nt;

Report of Secretary; Re port of  Treasurer; Repo rt of  Committees; Report of Local

Clubs; Unfinished Business; New Business; A djournment.
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BYLAWS

ART ICLE I - MEMBE RS HIP

Sec tion 1 - Eligibility

There  shall be four types of membership, open to all persons eighteen years of

age and older, who are in good  stand ing with the America n Kennel Club, Inc.,

and who subscribe to the purposes of the Club.

(a) Regular - Enjoys all club privileges including the right to vote and hold

office.

(b) Household - For two members living in the same household.  Each

member is entitled to one vote.

(c) Foreign Membership - Open to persons who reside outside of the United

State s.  Fore ign mem bers enjoy  all the priv ileges o f the c lub exce pt vo ting and

off ice holding.  Dues may be set at a higher rate than regular members,

basic ally  to cover print ing and postal expenses.  Applications should be filed

with the Secretary, but need not require  sponsors or approval process

applicable to prospective regular applicants.

(d) Honorary Lifetime - For those individuals who have been so designated by
the Board of Directors at the MPCA  Board of  Directors’ annual meeting.

Lifetime members pay no dues but are eligible to vote.

Section 2 - Dues

Mem bership dues shall be payable on or before Decemb er 31st of e ach yea r.

Any change in dues f rom  the previo us year shall be determined by membership

v o te by first-class mail during the month of September.  No member may  v o te

whose dues are not paid for the current year.  During the month of October, the

Treasurer shall s end to  each mem ber a  stateme nt of  his/her  dues  fo r the

ensuing yea r.

Se ction 3 -  Election to  Mem bersh ip

Each applicant for membership shall apply on a form approved by the Board of

Direc tors  which shall provide tha t the ap plicant agre es to  abid e by  the

Const itut ion and By-Laws o f the M iniature  Pins cher C lub of  Am erica, Inc ., and

the American Ke nnel Club, Inc., and the Co de o f Ethic s of  the Minia ture

Pinscher Club of America, Inc.  The application shall, as  a minimum , sta te the

name, address and occupation of the applicant, and shall carry the endorsement
of two members in go od  stand ing.  A cco mpa nying the  app licati on, the

pros pectiv e mem ber shall submit d ues pay ment fo r the current year.

Applica nts may be elec ted a t any meeting of the Board of Directors, or by written

vote  of the  Direc tors b y first -class m ail.  An aff irmat ive vote  of 2 /3 of  the Bo ard
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pres ent at a m eeti ng of  the Board or 2/3 of the entire Board when voting by first-
class mail, shall be required to elect an applicant.

An applicant who has received a negative vote by the Board may be presented

by one  o f  the app licant’ s endors ers a t the next  mee ting o f the C lub and the  Club

may elect such applicant by a favorable vote of 75% of  the members in good

standing, present and voting.  An applicant who has received a negative vo te

shall wait for a period of one year before re-applying for membership.

Se ction 4 -  Term inat ion o f Members hip

(a) by resigna tio n.  Any  member in good standing may resign from the Club upon

wri t ten notice to the Sec retary; but no member ma y resign when in debt to the

Club.  Dues obligations are co nsidered a debt to  the Club  and they become

incurred o n the first da y of  each fis cal year.

(b) by lapsing.  A m embershi p shall be consid ere d as having lap sed and shall

autom ati ca lly be terminated if such member ’s  dues remain unpaid any time after

the last day of February.  In no case shall a person whose dues are unpaid be

entitled to vote,  nor  may they b e nom inated fo r any o ff ice o r award during the

lapsed period.

(c) by exp ulsion.  A membership may  be terminated by expulsion as provide d in

Article VI of these Bylaws.

ARTICLE II  - MEETINGS

Section 1 - Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Club shall be held be twee n Ma rch 1st and June 30th

in conjunctio n with the C lub’s nat iona l spec ialty s how,  at a p lace,  date , and ho ur

designated by the Board of Directors.  Written notice o f  the a nnual m eeting  sha ll

be mailed f irst-class  to ea ch mem ber at leas t 30 d ays  prio r to t he dat e o f the

meeting.  The quorum fo r the annual meeting shall be 10% of the mem bers in

good standing.

Section 2 - Special Club Meetings

Special Club meetings may be called by the President, or by a majority vote of

the members of the Board who are present at a meeting o f the  Bo ard,  or who

vote  by first-class mail; and shall be called by the Secreta ry upon receipt of a
peti tion signed by 10% of the members of the Club who are in good standing.

Such meet ing shall be held at such place, date, and hour as may be designated

by the Board o f Directo rs.  Written notice of such meeting shall be mailed first-

class by the Secretary at least 14 days and not  mo re than 3 0 days p rio r to t he

meeting.  The notice of the meeting shall state the purpose of the meeting and

no other club bus iness  may be transacted .  The quorum fo r suc h a meeting  sha ll

be 10% of the members in good standing.
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Section 2 - Charges

Any member may prefer charges against another member for alleged

misconduct prejudic ial to the best interests of the Club or breed.  Written

charges with specifications must be filed in duplicate with the Secretary together

with a depos i t o f  $100 .00 which sha ll be fo rfe ited  if such charges  are no t

sustained by the Board o r Comm ittee following a hearing.  The S ecre tary shall

pro mp tly send a copy of the charges to each member of the Board or pre sent

them at a Board meeting.  The Board shall first consider  whether  the ac tio ns

alleged in the cha rges , if p rov en, might  co nstitute conduct prejudicial to the best

interests of the Club or breed.  If the Board considers that the charges do not

allege conduct which would be prejudic ial to the best interest of the Club or

breed, it may refuse to e ntertain jurisdiction.  If the Board entertains jurisdiction

of the cha rges , it sha ll fix a date for a hearing by the Board or a Committee of

not  less than three members of the Boa rd, not less than 3 weeks nor more than

6 wee ks there af ter .  The S ecretary  sha ll promp tly send one copy of the charges

to the accused member by certified mail, together with a notice of the hearing

and an assurance tha t the defe ndant may  perso nally appear in his/her o wn

defense and bring witnesses if he/she so wishes.

Section 3 - Board Hearing

The Board or Committee shall have complete authority to decide whether

counsel may att end the hearing, but both complainant and defendant shall be

treated uniform ly in that regard.  S hould the charges  be susta ined af ter hearing

all the evidence and testimony presented by the complainant and defendant, the

Bo ard or Committee m ay, b y a m ajori ty vo te o f tho se p rese nt, susp end the

def endant from al l privileg es o f the C lub fo r not m ore  than six m onths  fro m the

date of the hearing , or until the next Annual Meeting if that will occur after six

months.  And, if it deems that punishment insuff icie nt, it m ay a lso re co mmend

to the membership that the penalty be expulsion.  In such case, the suspension

sha ll not restri ct the defe ndant’s right to  appea r befo re his/her fe llow mem bers

at the ensuing Club meeting which co nsiders the re com mendat ion o f the Bo ard

o r Committee.  Immediately after the Board or Committee has reached a

dec isio n, its findings shall be put in written form and f iled with the Sec retary.

T he Secretary, in turn, shall notify each of the parties of the decision and

penalty, if any.

Section 4 - Expulsion

Expulsion of a member from the Club may be accomplished only at the Annual
Mee ting of the Club following a hearing and upon recommendation of the Board

or Committee as provided in Section 3 of this Article.  The defendant shall have

the privilege of appearing in his/her own behalf tho ugh no evidence shall be

taken at this m eeti ng.  The Presid ent sha ll read the  charges and the f indings and

recommendations, and sha ll invite the  def endant, if p rese nt, to speak on his/her

own behalf.  The meeting shall then vote by secret written ballot  on the proposed

expulsion.   A 2/3 v ote o f those pre sent and vot ing at the A nnual M eeting  sha ll

be necessary fo r exp ulsion.  If  expulsion is no t so  vo ted , the  suspension sha ll

stand.
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(d) If one or mo re valid additional nominations are received by the Secretary,
he/she  shall, on or bef ore D ecem ber 1 st, mail first-class to each member in good

stand ing a ballo t listing  all of  the nominees for each position in alphabetical

orde r, together with a return envelope addresse d to the acco unting f irm marked

“BALLOT” and bearing  the name o f the me mber to  whom it was sent.  Each

voter after marking/ his/he r ballo t, sha ll place it  in the env elop e addres sed  to the

acc ounting  firm named by the Board of Directors.  Ballots must be received by

the acco unting firm by  Dece mber 3 1s t.  The  accounting  firm  shall chec k the

returns  against a  list  of  elig ible members, furnished by the Treasurer, prior to

opening the envelope, and shall certify t he eligi bility  of  the vo ters  as we ll as the

results of  the vo ting which sha l l be sent to t he Cha irma n of  the No mina ting

Committee with a co py to  the Secre tary .  The  Tre asure r shall pro vide  the

acc ounting  firm with a list of members eligible to vote  as  o f  Decemb er 1st.  The

p e rs o n receiv ing the largest numb er of  vote s fo r each po sitio n shall be declared

elected.  The Secretary shall notify the mem bership of the results of the election

by first-class mail on or before January 31st.  If any nom inee,  at the t ime  of  the

noti f ication of  elect ion,  is unab le to s erve  fo r any re aso n, such no minee sha ll not

be elected  and the  vacancy so created shall be filled by the new Board of

Directors in the manner provided by Article III, Section 3.

ARTICLE V - COMMITTEES

Section 1 - Manner of Appointment

The Bo ard may  each y ear a ppo int sta nding c om mitt ees  to a dva nce the  work of

the Club in such matte rs as do g shows , obe dience tria ls, trophies, annual prizes,

membership, or other areas which may be well served by committees.  Such

committees shall always be subject to the final a uthority of the Board.  Special

comm ittees may also be appointed by the Board to aid in on particular projects.

Section 2 - Termination of Appointment

Any comm ittee appointment may  be terminated by a ma jority  vo te o f  the Bo ard

and subsequent written notice to the app ointee.  T he Bo ard m ay appo int

successors to those persons whose service has been terminated.

ARTICLE VI - DISCIPLINE

Section 1 - American Kennel Club, Inc. Suspension

Any member who is suspended from privileges of the American Kennel Club,
Inc., sha ll auto ma tic ally  be suspended f rom the p riv ileges  o f  this C lub fo r a like

period.  Any Officer or Board Member suspended by  the Amer ican K ennel Club

Inc., shall be terminated from  his/her term o f  office and replaced as provided by

Article III, Section 3.
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Section 3 - Board Meetings

Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at such time s and  places a s are

designated by a majority vote of the entire Board, except that a meeting shall be

held  preceding the annual m eeting .  W rit ten not ice  of  each such m eeting  sha ll

be mailed first-class to each member of the Board not less than 14 days  no r

mo re than 30 days prior to the meeting.  The quorum for a Bo ard m eeting  sha ll

be the majority of the Board.

Section 4  - Business

The Board of Dire cto rs ma y also  conduct b usines s by  telephone co nfe renc e call,

first-class mai l, and fax through the secretary, prov ided it does  not conflict with

any other provision of these Bylaws.  Items voted upon by telephone conference

ca ll, first-class mail, and fax must be confirm ed in writing within seven days.  A

majority vote of the Board is required to approve all business.

ARTICLE III - DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

Sec tion 1 - Board  of Directors

The Board shall be comprised of the President, Vice-President , Secretary,

Tre asurer, and five other persons, all of whom shall be members in good

stand ing who a re residents of  the United S tates o f Am erica.  T he fo ur off icers

sha ll be elected for a  one-year term of office.  The five directors shall be elected

f o r a three-year term.  Two directors shall be elected for a three-year term each

year except, e very third y ear when one  is elected  for a  three-year te rm.  A ll sha ll

be elected as provided in Article IV, and shall serve until their successors are

elected.  Gene ral ma nagement  of  the Club ’s af fai rs sha ll be entrus ted to the

Board of Directors.

Sec tion 2 - Officers

The club’s  of fic ers,  consist ing o f the P resident,  Vic e-P resident,  Sec reta ry and

Trea surer, shall  serv e in thei r resp ecti ve capacitie s bo th  with reg ard to  the Club

and its meetings and the Board and its meetings.

(a) The President shall preside at all meetings o f the C lub and o f the B oa rd, and

sha ll have the duties and powers normally appurtenant to the o ff ice o f the

President in addition to those particularly specified in these Bylaws.

(b) The Vic e-P resident s hall have the dutie s and  exerc ise t he po wers  of  the

President in case of the President’s death, absence, or incapacity.

(c) The S ecre tary  shall keep  a record  of  all mee tings of  the Club a nd of  the

Board, of all votes taken by first-class mail, and of al l matters of  which a reco rd

sha ll be o rdere d by  the Club .  The  Sec reta ry sha ll have cha rge o f  the

correspondence, notify members of meetings, notify new members of their

election to membership, notify Officers and Directors of their electi o n to

office, and carry out such other duties as are prescribed in these Bylaws.
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(d) The Treasurer shall collect and receive al l monies due or  belo nging to  the
Club.  He /she shall depos it the same in a bank, or other savings institution

approved by the B oa rd,  in the  nam e o f the C lub.  T he T rea sure r’s  bo oks shall

at all time s be  open to  inspe ctio n by the  Bo ard a nd he/s he sha ll report to them

at every meet ing the condition of the Club’s finances and every item of receipt

or payment not before reported; and at the annual meeting  the T rea sure r sha ll

render an acc o un t o f  all monies re ceiv ed and expe nded  during the  prev ious

fiscal yea r.  The  Tre asure r shall be b onded in s uch am ount as de term ined b y the

Bo ard of Directors.  The Treasurer’s boo k s shall be audited at the end of each

Club yea r by a  pers on/p erso ns appoin ted b y the B oa rd o f D irec tors.  T he

Treasurer shall keep a roll of the members of the Club, inc luding their

addresses.

Section 3 - Vacancies

Any vacancies occurring on the Board, or among the Officers during the year,

sha ll be filled until the next annual election by a majority vote of all the then

mem bers of the Bo ard; except that  a vacancy in the office of President shall be

filled automatically by the V i ce-P resident, and the resulting vacancy in the office

of Vice-President shall be filled by the Board.

Sec tion 4 - Delega te

A de legate to  the Amer ican K ennel Club , Inc.,  shall be a ppo inted  by the

Board and, following election by the American Kennel Club, Inc., shall serve

until the credentials of his/her successor, duly appointed by the Board, have

been acted upon with the approval by the Board of Directors of the American

Kennel Club, Inc., unless he/she has previously resigned, or unless his/her

credentials have been withdrawn by the Board.  The delegate may but need

not be an officer of the Club.

ARTICLE IV - THE CLUB YEAR, VOTING, NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS

Section 1 - Club Year

The Club’s fiscal year shall begin the first day of January and end on the last day

of  Dece mber.

The Club’s  of fic ial year sha ll begin o n the firs t day of March and end on the last

day of February.

T he elected o ff icers and  direc tors sha ll take o ff ice o n the fi rst da y o f M arch.

Each retiring officer shall turn over to his/her successor in office all properties

and reco rds re lating to  that o ff ice b y M arch 1 st.
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Section 2 - Voting

Vo ting at the annual meeting shall be limited to those members in go od  stand ing

who are present at the me eting .  Vo ting by pro xy shall no t be p erm itted .  Vo ting

for election of officers and directors, for amendments to the Constitutio n and

Bylaws, or the Standard of  the Breed must be by written ballot cast by first-class

ma il.  The B oard  of D irectors my also  dec ide to submi t other specif ic que stio ns

fo r de cis io ns o f the m embers b y wr itten ballo t ca st b y f irs t-c lass mail.

Section 3 - Annual Election

The election of Off icers and Board o f Directo rs shall be held by first-class mail

-in ballot, independent of the annual meeting.

Sec tion 4 - Nomina tion and Ba llots

No pers on m ay be a ca ndida te in a C lub elect ion who has not been nominated

in accord ance  with the B ylaws .  A no minating committee  shall be c hosen by  the

Bo ard of  D irectors before August 15th.  The committee shall consist of three

mem bers from different areas of the United States o f  America, and two

alternates, all members in good standing, no more than one of whom may be a
member of the current Board.  T he Boa rd sha ll name a  chairm an fo r the

committee.  The nominating com mittee may conduct its business by first-class

mail or telephone.  Any business conducted by telephone shall be ratified in

writing.

(a) The nominating com mittee shall nominate from am ong the eligible mem bers

in goo d standing of the Club, one candida te  f o r each office and for each other

posit ion on the Board of Directors, and shall procure the acceptance of each

nominee so  chosen.  The comm ittee should consider geog raphic representation

of  the membership on the Board to the extent that it is practicable to do so.  The

committee shall then submit its slate of candidates to  the Secretary befo re

October 1st, together with written acceptance from each nominee on the slate.

The Secretary shall send via first-class mail the submitted list to each member

of the Club on or before October 15th so that additional nominations may be

made by members if they so desire.

(b) Additional nominations of members in good standing may be made by written

peti tion addressed to the Secretary and received at his/her regular address on

or befo re No vemb er 15 th.  The petition shall be signed by five members in good

stand ing and accom panied by the written acceptance of each such additional
nominee signifying the nominee’s willingness to  be a ca ndidate.   No  perso n sha ll

be a candidate  for more than one position, and the additional nominations which

are provided for herein may be made only from among tho se me mbe rs who

have not accepted a nomination of the nominating committee.

(c) If no valid additional nominations are  receiv ed by the  Sec retary o n or bef ore

November 15th, the nominating committee’s slate shall be declared elected as

of  Ma rch 1st.
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